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http://dx.doi.org/10.10AcknowledgmentThis issue of Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery marks a change in the leadership of the
journal. We would like to acknowledge the skilled leader-
ship of Dr Fred A. Crawford Jr over the past 7 years as
Editor. Dr Fred Crawford successfully managed the helm of
Operative Techniques with great skill and dexterity during a
period of signiﬁcant growth in the reputation and scope of
the journal. Through his leadership and focus on education,
Dr Crawford has helped position the journal as a unique and
important educational tool for trainees in Thoracic and
Cardiovascular surgery. With Dr Crawford’s encouragement
and support, St. Jude Medical sponsored a 1-year compli-
mentary subscription to all CT residents in the United States
beginning in 2009. Since 2012, the American Association for
Thoracic Surgery Graham Foundation has expanded the
availability of the complimentary subscription to all CT
residents in accredited programs throughout North America.
This initiative proved beneﬁcial to residents seeking to
broaden their knowledge of speciﬁc procedures and has
become a critical source of education for the young
cardiothoracic surgeon. From the beginning of his editor-
ship, Dr Crawford was dedicated to providing content that
the readers would ﬁnd most useful and interesting, so it
should be noted that 3 of the 5 most read articles in
Operative Techniques’ 17-year history were publishedmatter r 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
53/j.optechstcvs.2013.12.001during his tenure as Editor. Dr Crawford was aided by
4 Associate Editors. Dr R. Morton Bolman, III (Adult
Cardiac), Scott Bradley and myself (Congenital), and David
Jones (Thoracic) have all made signiﬁcant contributions to
the success of the journal and I would like to express my
thanks and appreciation to each of them.
This will be my ﬁrst issue as the new Editor of Operative
Techniques, and it is with great honor and enthusiasm that I
accept the role. There are new and exciting changes on the
way for Operative Techniques. The addition of a 4th section,
Transplant Surgery, will be overseen by Dr Duane Davis of
Duke University. This section will expand the content of the
journal and provide important information for trainees on the
rapidly expanding ﬁeld of thoracic organ transplantation and
mechanical circulatory support. Dr Benjamin Kozower of the
University of Virginia will oversee the General Thoracic
section, Dr John Kern also of the University of Virginia will
oversee the Adult Cardiac section, and Dr Glen Van Arsdell
from the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto will oversee
the Congenital Heart Disease section of the journal. The
Associate Editors, editorial staff, and I look forward to the
continued prosperity and advancement of this publication.
J. William Gaynor, MD
Editor169
